Church Family News and Prayers

A Dickens af A Time

Charles Dickens didn’t like Christmas. At least, he didn’t like the
Christmas he saw all around him in the city he had brought so
vividly to life in his books. It was commercial, crass and had lost the
essential kind-heartedness without which the season means little or
nothing. So he set out to change once and for all the way that
people thought. How? By writing a short novel!

It was a ridiculously naive and optimistic idea. How could a hundred
pages turn the festive juggernaut of profit and excess around? But
sometimes a story does more than anyone could ever imagine. Of

course, there was plenty that didn’t change but after
A Christmas Carol was published no one was ever in much doubt
about what Christmas should be like even if the reality didn’t live up
to the theory.

Dickens wasn’t a conventional churchman — neither an Anglican like
his family nor a Baptist although he’d worship with them
sometimes. But he understood the absolute need for light to be
able to pierce the darkness and for redemption to be possible for
even the most mean-spirited souls. Deep down, he understood that
the birth in Bethlehem is only the beginning.

Join us for much more this afternoon when Dave Kitchen introduces
Sing Christmas — a veritable feast of choirs and community singing
at Wesley, Canton plus the chance to hear his version of
A Christmas Carol in a mere ten minutes, originally written by him
for the BBC a generation ago. 4.00pm Don’t miss it!
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Church Notices for 8" December 2024
Second Sunday of Advent

Services
Steward: Jenny Siddall
10:30am Deacon Laura Evans

3:00pm Messy Church

Readings:

We continue to pray for those members of our Church Family
and Friends who are unwell and all those who mourn.

At Cyncoed Methodist Church

We are called to tell God'’s story by living as God’s people through:

e Preaching and teaching the gospel

e Encouraging spiritual growth

e Outreach in the community

e Responding to opportunities for change

All inspired by God centred worship and prayer.
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Sunday 15" December 2024
Third Sunday of Advent

Stewards: Sue Tester and Alison Harrison

10:30am Rev Cathy Gale - Nativity

6:00pm Carol Service

Readings:

Informal mid-week Communion
Thursdays at 10.30am in the Fellowship Room
An oasis of peace in a busy week

Cyncoed Church Premises

For Out of Hours or Emergency access to the Cyncoed
Church Premises
please call Martin on 07849 632 394
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Notices

Messy Church Sunday 8" December 3:00pm — 5:00pm.
Theme - God enters the world
Look forward to sharing the session together!

Gloria Passmore It is with great sadness that we announce the death
of Gloria who died Wednesday 20" November 2024.

There will be Thanksgiving Service celebrating the life of Gloria at
Cyncoed on Thursday 12" December at 2:15pm. There will be light
refreshments in the Westminster Hall after the service.

Edna Rees It is with great sadness that we announce the death of
Edna who died Friday 6" December 2024. Funeral details to follow.

Thursday Communion No service on Thursday 12" December (due
to Gloria's funeral service). There will be a service on
Thursday 19" December. Services then resume on 9" January.

Meet, Eat and Connect The next Meet, Eat and Connect event will
be held on Saturday 14" December 10:00am to 11:30am in the
Fellowship Room. As this is near Christmas it will be a fun event. We
look forward to seeing you.

Church Choir If there are any ladies who would like to help us as we
prepare for the service of Lessons and Carols on 15" December at 6pm
please speak to Carol about rehearsals. A warm welcome awaits.

Carol Service Offering The offering at Cyncoed's Carol Service on
15" December will be for "Reachout" - the group founded by our own
Margaret Ashworth which cares for the Homeless in Cardiff. If you would
also like to give a gift, this year they are giving Chocolate Oranges
wrapped in Christmas Paper. Please bring them along to the service.

Carols round the Tree Thursday 19" December at 7:00pm.
An informal hour of Carols and Readings/Poems chosen by you,
everyone welcome to come along with their favourites.

Collection Update Budget Actual
September - November £8,500 £8,836

On target after 3 months! Thank you for your generous support. John

Please send items for the church notices to the Church Office

or email to cyncoedmethodistchurch@gmail.com
before 5.00pm on Wednesday.
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